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Second Qutreach
Forum Explores
University Engagement

by Lois Stephens

As an engaged institution,
Virginia Tech is creatively
seizing opportunities to act

and build its future as a leading
international university. This
observation was among the
thoughts shared by C. Peter
Magrath. senior presidential

advisor of the College Board
and president emeritus of the
National Association of State
Universities and Land-Grant
Colleges, during his keynote
address at the recent Outreach

NOW conference.

More than 200 Virginia Tech
faculty and staff gathered at

The Inn at Vi
Skelton Confe
Septembe

inia Tech and

ence Center on

to hear and talk

with Magrath. learn about the

talents and scholarly outreach
efforts of their peers, and explore
the vital role of engagement in
the success of contemporary

land-grant universities.

was the second annual forum
sponsored by the vice provost
for Outreach and International
Affairs and the Commission

on Outreach and International
Affairs.

John Dooley, vice provost for
Outreach and International
Affairs, provided opening
remarks for the event and

dent Charles
Steger introduced Magrath

Virginia Tech P

The afternoon session included
cight presentations by Virginia
Tech faculty

Rumen Coney from the Institute
for Advanced Learning and
Research discussed Beautiful
Gardens, a new plant intro-
duction prog

im for Virginia

and the mid-Atlantic region.
George Glasson, Absalom
Phiri, and Ndalapa Mhango
from the Department of
Teaching and Learning talked

A

University Provost Mark McNamee (right), talks with Jerzy
Nowak (teft), professor and head of the Department of Horticulture
and Rumen Conev, a faculty member and researcher at the Institute
for Advanced Learning and Research, during the reception following the

Outreach NOW conference.

education in Malawi, Fugene
Brown, Mary
Whitney Edmister shared

asarda, and

information about educational
outreach in the College of

Engineering. Engagement as

a Construct for powerment

was presented by Ed McPherson

from Learning Technologies

Patricia Hipkins and Don
Mullins from the Virgini

Tech Pesticide Programs

nia

talked about pesticide safety

Learning was presented by
Kris Tilley-Lubbs of the

Department of T
Learning. The value of work-

aching and

integrated learning to students,
Virginia Tech, and the commu-
nity through the Cooperative

Education/internship program
was offered by Pam Herrmann

from Career Services. A session

developed by Robert Dunay,
Joseph Wheeler, and Robert
Schubert on the Virginia
Tech Solar House was also
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